Potato declared as Food Herao' at
7™ World Potato Congress 2009, Christchurch, New Zealand.

INTRODUCTION -

The International Year of the Potato has highlighted the contribution
that the Potato is making to economic development and food security
in Africa, Asia and Latin America, where potatoes have become an
important staple food and cash crop.

Potato (Solanum tuberosum) can play a vital role in feeding the
World’s population which is expected to reach 9 hillion by 2050.Almost
320 million tonnes of potato are grown to eat every year, making it the
third most important food crop in the world after rice and wheat.Today,
India ranks as the world's third largest potato producing nation.

IIPE'2010 aims to engage the entire “Potato Community”—farmers,
processors, policy-makers, consumers and scientists in activities that
promote potato production, processing, consumption, marketing and
trade to enhance the role of agriculture in addressing malnutrition and
hunger, poverty, water scarcity, climate change and other issues of
global concern.

WHY POTATO?

Potato-food of the future: Potato is evolving as an important crop in
the emerging global economic order, and is poised to sustain and
diversify food production in this new millennium.

Potato-truly global food: Today potatoes are grown on an estimated
1,92,000 sq km, or 74,000 square miles, of farmland, from China's
Yunnan plateau and the subtropical lowlands of India, to Java's equatorial
highlands and the steppes of Ukraine.

Potato-feed the hungry: Potato produces nutritious food more quickly,
on less land, and in harsher climates compared to any other major crop
- up to 85% of the plant is edible human food, compared to around 50%
in cereals.

Potato-good for us: The potato is a good source of dietary energy and
some micronutrients, and its protein content is very high in comparison
with other roots and tubers.

Potato-demand is growing: World potato production has increased at
an annual average rate of 4.5 percent over the last 10 years, and
exceeded the growth in production of many other major food commodities
in developing countries, particularly in Asia

Potato Industry - Major Problems & Challenges

N Huge losses in raw produce due to glut situations and inadequate
storage

Instahility in Potato Prices

Inadequate Agri-infrastructure

Institutional innovation and policy changes

Adverse effects of Climate Change on Potato Cultivation

Lack of processable varieties

Lack of skilled manpower

Loss of Biodiversity
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Focus Area’s of IIPE'2010 —

Food Security-improving access to safe & nutritious food

Potato as an essential commodity deserves place in PDS System
Protection of Biodiversity by increasing stakeholders participation
Sustainable use of new technologies for hetter yield of Potato
Alleviating Poverty hy exploring the power of Partnership
Ensuring Global Competitiveness

Intensifying Potato based farming systems

Modernization of Agri-Infrastructure

Impact of Climate Change on Potato Cultivation

Knowledge Management and Dissemination

Marketing and Export
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Participant Profile

v State Government Officials
i Potato Processing Experts
Potato Processing Industry N Fertilizer Industries

Cold Chain and Warehousing ™ Retail Chains

Potato Growers and Grower’s Associations

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Farm Equipment

Environment Organizations
Banks & Financial Institutions
Packaging Industry

Quality Control Institutes
Research Institutes & Universities

Trading, Import and Export Firms » Commodity Exchange

Central Government Officials
International Experts

N Insurance Companies
N Potato Starch Manufacturers
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