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Mr Neotid b the Cbdilndfi 0f the Anbujd Redb!

Group ahnh i.s i'1ro/"ed pith Real Estak deLvl,p efi

MrNeotia aat nnfened wirh Padmashi @ the Hor'bh

Pftndc,lt 0J ltulia ir I aga J1r hi: arttatding irinan w itt

ncial hoatirg He anr aka latmed aith YPO Legacy

of Honoar A@ard h 2a05.

Mr Neoia n a Menbn or tbe Baard aJ Cotentors af

Indidn I stitute ofMd dgement, Kolkata. MrNeotia n n.t'ornncbairnan

oJ CII, Ea:tern Regi,/1 a aka a no"ber oJ tu Nati,ttal Concil. He i: ako the

Hatorary Cans af Israel h WertBetgal.
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substant ial ly ln thc stete fel t  opt imist ic about the

possibilities. This was untll Nandigram and Singur

happcncd. Two cvcnts that sc\.crcl) daunted thc drcam

run. The rgenda clear ly shi f ted from nature of

indu.tnrLz.rLion - .  chr l lcnses of Lnd rcqr i , iL ion.

Challenges

The nerv chdlenge rvas hou. to find suitable land, 1r

continuous large tracts,ln cLose proxlmity to der,eloped

infrastructuie and et reasonlble prices. The succ€ss of

l a n d  r c L o r r n s  L h " t  h a d  r c s u l  r d  i r  r l - r  . c ' r ' r r  c

emp{)werment of the farmers and the consequent

grarian success, had also tesultcd in fragmcntation of

holdings. 3 to 8 families were dependent on 1 acre of

md. tse.rde..a-tmo'r  r l l  l -nd,n tJ 'e rmmaLrreprorrnn

of large setdements las cultivable, fertile and in manv

cases inhabited bl  v i l lage cLusters. The bount i ful

sunshine, the rich alluvial soil and abundmt rainfill

which had helped creatc thc 'Sonar Bangla' aLlurc had

now bccome thc ncmcsis for making land araitable for

industrial der.elopment.

It is hardlr possiblc to acquire large conuguous tmcts

of land thtough private ac<luisition. Acquisition by

govcrnmcot sccms to bc a necessary recourse but is

often deepl) resisted bv the people duc to two tcasons

- fai lure to provide adequate compensat ion ,rnd

perceived unfairness in forciblv rccluiring someonet

land and liveilhood for Frir.ate profit.

The mejor urban centres of \Vest Bengal are iocaterr n

areas surrounded bv extremely fertile arrd irrigated land.

The few locations in \(cst Bcngal vhere i'ou can find

somc tracks of uncultivable land are remote and

infrastructura.Lly poor.

Land

The long term optlon would be to acquue verl large

tracts of land in locations presently un served bv

modern infrestructure and rvhere lands are iess

cultiveblc. Land acquisition may bc casicr and thc

tcquircd compcnsation to bc paid would bc rcffonabrc.

The money thus saved could be used to buiLd propcr

conncctivit] and infrastructurc.

For the short term, rve nced to fincl r proccss that

d e t i r L n  r h c  L t n e f i  u f  r n . ) u . ' - i .  , l t , r l ' 1 '  ' . -  : "

particular region to the lmd Lxcn. t)nc val couLd be

to acquire 259'" more iand than rvhat is needed by the

project and redlstr ibute t l r is rs smal l  palcels of

developed land to the Land lrxcrs. 'lhis uould be in

addition to dre fintrcial compensrtron. 'lhese parcels

of Land cm then be utilised bl tbe lmd l<xers to bulld

homes, commerciai establishmcnts <r can be sold off

by them rvhen the price of land escrlates

^odaud)ts

Thcrc has bccn a signi f icant imp(x.cmcnt ln thc

Natbnal Highrvav which connccts I(olkata to the rcst

of India. Howcl'ct, thc North South cortidor that links

Siliguri to I(olkata is in need of urgent attention. It is a

mr o- Ll 'e lne "nd rr  '  . t rengherung rnJ u iCemg c"n

play a significrnt role in spuringeconomic actiiq along

Po'*^er

lor $e past few years, ue have had a verr.stable xnd

sufficieflt power situxtlon in V/est Bengal. Howevet Nith

demand continuoud) increasing duc to industrial and


