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“India and Mauritius share strong multilateral ties that could be reinforced and taken ahead for 

expansion in Africa through the various FTAs enjoyed by Mauritius with Africa- Mr H.E. Mr. 

Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory, The Honorable Vice President of Mauritius” 

In the Mauritius Investment Summit organized by The Board of Investment of the Republic of Mauritius 
in collaboration with the Indian Chamber of Commerce in Kolkata today, Mr H.E. Mr. Paramasivum 
Pillay Vyapoory, The Honorable Vice President of Mauritius stated that Kolkata being a service oriented 
city will find immense opportunity for collaboration in areas of IT, Tourism, ICT etc. Particularly, with 
more than 4000% growth in GDP over the past five decades, the nation has exhibited immense potential 
in areas of manufacturing, gold industry, ocean economy, ICT, healthcare, knowledge, fintech, education 
and so on. He stated that Mauritius is a safe and secure jurisdiction for investment, offers unmatched 
quality of life, and that the various Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) like the African Union, the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), 
Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs) etc. that bless Mauritius could actually be 
fulcrum to India’s expansion to Africa.  
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H.E. Mr. Jagadishwar Goburdhun, High Commissioner of the Republic of Mauritius mentioned of the 
strong historical linkage between India and Mauritius and how people from this part of the world 
travelled to Mauritius and established a strong foothold to make it a “Small India”. He praised the 
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) initiative undertaken by PM Narendra Modi. Mr. Goburdhun was of the 
opinion that Indian business community could at ease invest in areas of agriculture, manufacturing, 
fishing, aquaculture, health, logistics, film industry, tourism, ICT etc. and Kolkata having a strong port 
infrastructure can make use of it for the same. He concluded that African nations like Ghana, Senegal, 
Trinidad, Tobago etc. have huge demand for expansion across various sectors and has been seeking help 
from Mauritius. Thus India could make use of this opportune moment to invest in Mauritius and thereby 
expand to Africa through the freeport.   
 
Mr. Raghu Mody, Hon. Consul of the Republic of Mauritius in Kolkata stated that Mauritius is 
characterized by an efficient and transparent regulatory environment, and is without any political risk. 
He urged the business community of both the nations to collaborate proactively. Additionally, he placed 
forward a few valuable suggestions and requests to the vice president of Mauritius which include a 
direct flight from Kolkata to Mauritius- as enhanced connectivity is a prerequisite to business expansion, 
opening of a branch of the Bank of Mauritius in Kolkata-as there are no banks from Mauritius in the 
Eastern part of India, establishment of an Indo-Mauritius Business Council that should be accountable to 
the trade and businesses taking place between the two countries every 6 months, and establishment of 
a BOI office in Kolkata- similar to that established in New Delhi. 
 
Mr. Sanjay Budhia, Past President - ICC and MD - PATTON Group was of the opinion that West Bengal 
has a well diversified economy with the services sector powering growth. He stated that based on the 
comparative advantages, West Bengal’s outbound investment can fruitfully flow into Mauritius into 
sectors like Life Sciences, Media & Creative Industry and ICT-BPO and Agro-Industry. He felt that 
Mauritius can be the perfect launch pad for Indian businesses, aiming to venture out into the African 
market. He said that the focus sectors which can boost India - Africa business engagement through 
Mauritius are Information technology (IT) services, Infrastructure, Agriculture, Pharmaceuticals, 
Consumer goods, Telecommunications and Mining. 
 
Dr Rajeev Singh, Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce delivered the formal vote of thanks. 
  
Also, there was a detailed and impressive presentation from Mr. Seewraj, Nundlall, Country Head, 
Board of Investment, Mauritius, on Mauritius being the preferred investment destination and business 
platform of choice for Africa. The presentation could thoroughly be said to be the harbinger of how 
cross-border trade initiatives can boost the economic integration of Indian and Mauritius and India and 
Africa at large. 
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