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“Government of India plans to invest in a big way in Bangladesh’s Energy and 
Infrastructure Sectors” 
 
In an Exclusive Interactive Session organized by the Indian Chamber of Commerce in 
Kolkata, H.E. Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringlasaid that government of both the countries taken 
several measures to facilitate bilateral trade and investment. There is a great emphasis on 
improving connectivity between the two countries by facilitating road, rail, inland 
waterways and airways transportation. He informed the government of India is also working 
towards improving the trade and immigration infrastructure at the borders to facilitate 
easier flow of goods and people.  
 
He said that Bangladesh’s economy is the 44th largest in the world in normal terms and 32nd 
largest by purchasing power parity. Bangladesh was the second fastest growing major 
economy of 2016, with a growth rate of 7.1 percent. With GDP growth rates of 6-7 percent 
over the last few years, Bangladesh holds great potential to generate new opportunities for 
trade and investment. He also added that the nation has been largely driven by exports and 
readymade garments, remittances and the domestic agriculture sector. The country has 
perused export oriented industrialisation with its key export sectors including RMG, 
shipbuilding, fish and sea food, jute and leather goods. It is also supporting the development 
of industries such as pharmaceuticals, steel, cement, information and communication 
technology, and food processing.   
 
He informed the gathering that Government of India announced a USD 5 billion loan to 
Bangladesh and signed bilateral pacts to step up nuclear and defence cooperation between 
the countries. The line of credit was the biggest offered to any country at one go by India. 
Out of the USD5 billion credits, USD 4.5 billion is for infrastructure such as roads, ports, 
airports and setting up power transmission lines. The other USD 500 million is for buying 
defence equipment from India. 
 



Mr. Rudra Chatterjee, Senior Vice President, ICC in his brief remark highlighted the potential 
of India Bangladesh trade and cooperation and. He said that connectivity offers a game-
changing opportunity for both the nations. This is pivotal to India’s connectivity with its 
north-eastern region and with countries of ASEAN. Equal emphasis on physical and 
institutional connectivity between India and Bangladesh will facilitate the exploration of 
more opportunities through trade and investment. 
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