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Developing economic relationship between India and 10-nation ASEAN countries has gained much 

prominence in India’s foreign policy since last decade or so. The importance of promoting trade and 

commerce between India and ASEAN countries started getting attention of the policy makers, specifically 

after the onset of worldwide recession, which loomed large over the global economy since later half of 2008. 

To move in tandem with emerging global growth dynamics, Government of India quite consciously shifted its 

focus to economies of South East Asian nations, more particularly towards ASEAN countries. The “Look East 

Policy” of 1990’s was re-christened as “Act East Policy” with a clear indication to engage more with 

economies located in the eastern part of the country. In the backdrop of highly complex interplay of global 

economic orders, the Indo-ASEAN Partnership is currently considered as an imperative to ensure peace and 

prosperity the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. 

In this background, Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is organising an annual international conference 

entitled “Kolkata Dialogue”, under the aegis of “Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India”, since 

last few years. The Inaugural Session of the latest sequel (Kolkata Dialogue 2018) of this flagship event was 

held today (29th November, 2018) at: The Lalit Great Eastern, Kolkata. The theme of this edition has been set 

as: “Indo-ASEAN Partnership: Ensuring peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region & beyond”. Like all other 

previous editions of this programme, many important Indian and foreign speakers actively participated in the 

course of discussions. Few mention-worthy names were:  Mr. Anurag Bhushan, Joint Secretary (ASEAN-ML), 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA); Govt. of India; Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat, Executive Director, ASEAN 

Studies Centre Chulalongkorn University, Thailand; Dr. Myo Thant 

Central Executive Committee Member, Republic of the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI); Mr. Min Zar Ni Lin, Deputy Director of Research Centre for Economic and 

Social Development (CESD), Myanmar; Ms. Fientje Maritje Suebu, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the 

Republic of Indonesia, New Delhi, India; Ms. Sweeya Santipitaks, Hon’ble Consul General, The Royal Thai 

Consulate General, Kolkata; Mr. Rajat Nag, Chairman, Act East Council, ICC; Prof. Sanjay Kumar, Director, 

Centre for the Studies of Developing Societies (CSDS); New Delhi, India; Dr. Arpita Mukherjee, Professor, 

Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), India; Dr. Prabir De, Professor 

ASEAN India Center, Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS); New Delhi, Dr. C J 

Thomas, Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre & Deputy Director, ICSSR North Eastern Regional Centre, NEHU 

https://myanmarcesd.org/
https://myanmarcesd.org/
https://myanmarcesd.org/


Campus; Prof. Gurudas Das, Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Institute of 

Technology, Silchar, India etc. 

 

Mr. Anurag Bhushan, Joint Secretary (ASEAN-ML), Ministry of External Affairs (MEA); Govt. of India said: 

 “The Act East Policy of Govt. of India seeks to bring transformation in a substantial manner to have 

strategic partnerships at all level”. 

 The Government of India is actively working for maintaining strict timelines for completion of the 

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and will look for further extending it other countries; the 

Motor Vehicle Agreement is also looked upon positively; moreover, enhancing air connectivity, 

including Guwahati to be a core airways connecting point between India and South East Asia and 

maritime connectivity as well as ensuring direct shipping lines, port connectivity as well as tourism are 

other areas where India is trying to improve further with the ASEAN. 

 The Free Trade Agreement in goods, signed between India and ASEAN signed in 2009-10, had led to a 

substantial jump in trade figures to 37% in the second year of signing the agreement and is a major way 

forward towards improving trade in goods between the two regions. 

 Moreover, India and the ASEAN nations are looking forward to ensure a successful and equitable 

negotiation of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RECP) by 2019. 

 The Govt. of India is also looking towards enhancing digital connectivity between India-ASEAN and has 

initiated various projects including provision of e-services to the ASEAN members. 

 The Govt. of India has also initiated several provisions including education networks including 

provision of scholarships to university students, students and faculty networking as well as library 

networks 

Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat, Executive Director, ASEAN Studies Centre Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

said: 

 Telemigration can be a newer area of improving people to people connectivity between India and 

ASEAN members. 

 Manufacturing and services are mutual areas of advantage between the both regions which can be 

further strengthened. 

 Sectors like Information Technology, Telecom, Tourism, People to People connect, e-commerce can 

further ensure partnership for sustainability between India and ASEAN. 

 Also, Micro knowledge clusters can bring about future globalisation to a new phase. 

 

Dr. Myo Thant, Central Executive Committee Member, Republic of the Union of Myanmar Federation of 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) said: 

 Information Technology is a major emerging sector in Myanmar which can be a potential area for 

Indian businessmen to invest upon along with energy sector, agriculture, fisheries, hotel and 

hospitality, sports, power plants, pharmaceuticals among other areas. 

 Establishment of more number of Indian banks in Myanmar can ensure trade facilitation. 

 Easing out or removal of import restrictions by India on beans and pulses would provide a major boost 

to the farmers in Myanmar. 

 

Mr. Rajat Nag, Chairman, Act East Council, ICC said: 



 Major focus should be on working upon implementation of various policies and measures and looking 

forward to sort out the challenges between India and ASEAN including issues related to non tariff 

barriers, bureaucratic challenges, and skilled resources among many others. 

 There is a need to explore manufacturing opportunities between the two regions to be an essential 

part of the Global Supply Chain. 

 Need to ensure progress of the much awaited India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway as well as 

ensure stronger and greater connectivity in roads, railways, maritime and airways. 

 Ensuring a stronger and stable  financial situation  would further enable progress in deepening India-

ASEAN relations  

 

 

The programme saw good delegate participation and it was covered well by both print and electronic media. 
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