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Press Release 
 
Kolkata will soon have 80 electric buses to start with and more such environment friendly 
buses and other public transports will be introduced in and around Kolkata – “Mr. N.S. Nigam 
IAS, Secretary, Department of Transport, Government of West Bengal”  
 
At the Interactive Session with a Delegation from Xuzhou Municipal Peoples' Government of 
China, organized by the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) at Bengal Club today, Mr. N.S. 
Nigam IAS, Secretary, Department of Transport, Government of West Bengal said that 10 
million people in Kolkata travel every day for work and that is a huge pressure on the public 
transport system. Therefore, an environment friendly transport option is the need of the 
hour. He mentioned that EV market in West Bengal is still at a very nascent stage but the 
state government is committed to introduce commercial transport system in the city in 
coming days. In this regard, government of West Bengal is giving subsidies to replace 
indigenous totos to E- Rickshaws. Also, commercial E-cars have been encouraged in the city 
and zoom & UBER will soon come up with E-taxis in the city.  He also informed the gathering 
that the state government is exploring options to introduce E-ferries for water based 
transportation.  
 
Mr. Jiang Ming, vice Secretary General, Office of Xuzhou Municipal Peoples ’ Government 
of China informed the gathering about Xuzhou, also known as Pengcheng in ancient times, 
is a major city in Jiangsu province, China. He mentioned that Xuzhou is known for clothing & 
textile, manufacturing, IT and healthcare. Regarding EV manufacturing, he mentioned that 
Xuzhou is committed to develop large scale production of commercial EVs and also 
exploring options to investment in India (in general) and West Bengal (in particular). They 
are looking for Indian government and business support to set up large EV plant in India.   
 
Mr. M.K.Saharia, Chairman ICC North East Initiatives highlighted the current India China 
relationship and mentioned that bilateral talks between the two countries on trade and 
investment is on the right track and both the countries are making serious efforts to 
increase trade busiess opportunities. He informed that Ministry of Heavy Industries and 
Public Enterprises has introduced Fame India Scheme (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing 
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of Hybrid & Electric Vehicles in India with the objective to support hybrid/electric vehicles 
market development and Manufacturing eco-system. 
 
Ms. Nayantara Pal Chaudhuri, Member, ICC Executive Committee & Chairperson, ICC Core 
Group on Women Development and Empowerment welcomed the delegation and 
mentioned that West Bengal stands in the second position nationally in terms of sales of 
two and four-wheeled electric vehicles in 2016-17 fiscal with Gujarat being the first. Notably, 
the EV sales for WB were 2,846 units in 2016-17, driven mainly by electric two wheelers. He 
also informed that the government of West Bengal has started initiatives to promote e-
vehicles. In the ongoing operation to replace the totos plying in the state, one thousand e-
rickshaws were introduced in North 24 Parganas in March this year. So far, 4,000 totos have 
been replaced by e-rickshaws all over Bengal.   
 


