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24 X 7 Power For All: Driving the Economy 

Power is one of the most critical components of infrastructure crucial for the economic growth and welfare 
of nations. The existence and development of adequate infrastructure is essential for sustained growth of 
the Indian economy. India’s power sector is one of the most diversified in the world. Sources of power 
generation range from conventional sources such as coal, lignite, natural gas, oil, hydro and nuclear power 
to viable non-conventional sources such as wind, solar, and agricultural and domestic waste. Electricity 
demand in the country has increased rapidly and is expected to rise further in the years to come. In order to 
meet the increasing demand for electricity in the country, massive addition to the installed generating 
capacity is required. India ranks third among 40 countries in EY’s Renewable Energy Country 
Attractiveness Index, on back of strong focus by the government on promoting renewable energy and 
implementation of projects in a time bound manner. Indian power sector is undergoing a significant change 
that has redefined the industry outlook. Sustained economic growth continues to drive electricity demand in 
India. The Government of India’s focus on attaining ‘Power for all’ has accelerated capacity addition in the 
country. At the same time, the competitive intensity is increasing at both the market and supply sides (fuel, 
logistics, finances, and manpower). 
Against this backdrop the Indian Chamber of Commerce in association with the Ministry of Power, 
Government of India has organized the 10th edition of the India Energy Summit & Awards 2016 at 
Sangri-La’s Eros Hotel, New Delhi on 10th & 11th of November 2016. 
 
Shri. Sovandeb Chattopadhyay, Hon’ble Minister for Power & Non-Conventional Energy Resources, 
Government of West Bengal was the Chief Guest of the Summit along with: 
Mr.Aditya Agarwal, President ICC 
Mr.Gireesh B Pradhan, Chairperson & Chief Executive, CERC, Govt. Of India 
Mr.Deepak Amitabh, CMD, PTC India Limited 
Mr.S K Soonee, MD & CEO, POSOCO 
Mr.Gopal Saxena, Director, BRPL & BYPL 
Mr.Nitin Zamre, MD, ICF International 
Dr.Ajay Mathur, Director General, The Energy & Resource Institute (TERI) & 
Dr.Rajeev Singh, Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mr.Aditya Agarwal, President ICC & Director, EMAMI gave the welcome address and expressed his 
pleasure to welcome on behalf of the Indian Chamber of Commerce to all the dignitaries, guests & 
distinguished speakers from the Industry. He has put in the recommendations from ICC to the Ministry as 
well as the stakeholders. They are mainly as follows: 
Challenge: Poor Performance by discoms. 
Suggestion: To increase competition by introducing fair play field for private operators. Govt. subsidies 
need to be revenue neutral for the distribution companies. 
 
Challenge: Rising power tariff for Industry. 



Suggestion: For bulk consumers, power used for industrial purpose should be eligible for higher discounts. 
Cross subsidy should be replaced by direct benefit transfer to the underprivileged section. Tax concessions 
and exemptions, both at the Central and State level are available on specific goods and services which are 
used in the energy sector, which should ideally be continued under the new GST regime, especially for the 
renewable energy sector. 
 
Challenge: Rising coal imports. 
Suggestion: As per the Hon’ble Minister of state for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy & Mines, the 
power plants in India have been designed not to function on indigenous coal due to which India continues 
to import coal from other countries despite being a coal surplus nation. Govt. handholding for technological 
upgradation of the power plants is solicited for improving operational viability of the units, which would 
ultimately lead to lower tariff an improved BOP of the country. 
 
Challenge: Pollution mitigation. 
Suggestion: The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) should be promoted to boost emission trading in 
emerging countries like India. This would help the country follow the path of sustainable development and 
emissions for its energy projects. 
 
The Hon’ble Minister for Power & Non Conventional Energy Sources, Govt of West Bengal 
Shri.Sovandeb Chattopadhyay who was the Chief Guest at the Summit stated that the ICC has 
relentlessly worked towards addressing key strategic issues in important sectors catering to substantial and 
sustained economic growth of the nation. Energy is one such sector of grave importance on which ICC has 
put in a lot of effort in terms of recommendations to both the Govt. & Stakeholders. 
He has rightly pointed out on India’s huge potential for both exhaustible & renewable energy resources. 
India has coal reserves to the tune of 303.60 billion tones, proven natural gas reserves to the tune of about 
1.5 trillion cubic metres, thermal installed capacity of 213.22 GW, hydro and renewable energy installed 
capacity of 43.11 GW and 44.23 GW respectively. He has also discussed about the rise in demand and the 
specific bottlenecks of the sector and has also emphasized on Govt. of India’s ambitious  schemes namely 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana for rural electrification and UDAY program. He has also 
highlighted State of West Bengal’s promising signs for better energy situation given its financially viable 
power sector and energy surplus situation in comparison to a lot of other states. As of November 2015, 
West Bengal had a total installed power generation capacity of 9563.84 MW of which 8183.83 MW was 
contributed by thermal power, 1248.30 MW by hydropower and 131.71 MW by renewable power. The state 
government’s vision 2022 forms key source of most initiatives in the lead to the year 2022 envisions West 
Bengal to act as an energy exporter of power. In the recent past, the government has rightly recognized the 
energy security concerns of the state and more importance being placed on introducing reforms in this 
sector to improve overall energy efficiency and encouraging renewable energy power points plants catering 
to energy independence. The West Bengal govt. has undertaken various initiatives in promoting energy 
efficiency in the state. WB, is poised to achieve of 100% electrification of household by March 2017 from 
the current 97%. The state has also decided to set up Rs.4500 crore 1000 MW pumped storage facility 
which has recently received a go ahead from the Central Electricity Authority. WB may join the Ujwal 
Discom Awas Yojana (UDAY) scheme for benefit of its power sector. At the end the Hon’ble Minister 
congratulated the ICC for its dedicated service towards the growth & development of the nation and also 
wished the chamber all the very best for their future endeavors.  


