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If Norway and Australia can build such a large scale industry on Salmon, why can’t Bengal do 

so in Hilsa? – Mr. Chandra Nath Sinha, Hon’ble Minister, Department of Fisheries, Government 

of West Bengal 

Government of West Bengal is working for the wholesome development of the sectors so as 

to not just fulfill demand for fishes but also exceed demand – Mr. Chandra Nath Sinha, 

Hon’ble Minister, Department of Fisheries, Government of West Bengal 

Mr. Chandra Nath Sinha, Hon’ble Minister, Department of Fisheries, Government of West 

Bengal stated that the Bengal Fish Fest gives the rightful platform for showcasing the 

improvement in fish production, existing policies and those policies that are in the pipeline, 

expanding awareness of the local variety of fish produce. Speaking of the Moyna model, he 

stated that there is huge scope for cultivating big fish. He also stated that youth is being 

motivated to come into fish farming and exporting, thereby boosting employment in the 

state. Also revival of certain variety of fishes and crabs are being looked at. Additionally, SHG 

women are also being facilitated through establishing and strengthening allied sectors such 

as handicrafts from fish scales, fish fillet making and so on. Govt is working on establishing a 

lab in Digha for boosting the quality of shrimp produced. Thus there is an integrated effort 

going on part of the government for boosting the fisheries sectors so that we not only fulfill 

the domestic demand but also exceed demand. 

Mr.Sujit Bose, Hon’ble Minister of State, Dept. of Fire and Emergency Services,Government 

of West Bengal suggested that the government can utilize the bheris and wastelands for fish 

farming. Government already has in place impressive initiatives for the fisheries department 

and implementing the right schemes and policies for fish farming in the aforementioned 

places will only help the fisheries sector to achieve new dimension. 



 

Mr. Mantu Ram Pakhira, Hon’ble Minister of State, Dept. of Sundarban Affairs,Government 

of West Bengal Stated that fish production has increased by more than two folds over the 

past few years. Also, Jal Dharo Jal Bharo initiative that has become much appreciated was 

mentioned by him in his speech. He also mentioned how the CM’s apt guidance has helped 

the fisheries department to boost the fish production and helped fish farmers to benefit. He 

stated that rural West Bengal does not import fishes from other states anymore and has 

become self-sufficient. 

 

Smt.Ashima Patra, Hon’ble Minister of State, Dept. of Programme Monitoring(IC), 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Backward Classes Welfare, Government of West Bengal stated 

that the government of West Bengal is assisting in adopting new ways and techniques for 

fish production and also indulging in awareness generation for ways to export the produce 

at competitive rates and fish fest sets the ideal stage to bring such initiatives in front of the 

masses. She stated how revival of jeol fishes, creating marketing links for fish farmers, 

colorful fish farming has increased and is boosting the fisheries sector of West Bengal under 

the leadership of CM. 

 

Mr.PradipMazumdar, Advisor – Agriculture & Allied Sector  to Hon’ble Chief Minister, 

Government of West Bengal was of the opinion that West Bengal is blessed in terms of the 

fact that there is never any dearth of demand for fishes. As a result, fish produced never 

finds difficulty with respect to salability. He cited that fish production has increased from 14 

lakhs MT in 2011 to 18 lakhs MT in 2018. In terms of exports, export figures have shot from 

60,000 tonnes to 1 lakh 5 tonnes of November 2018. He stated that it is indeed endearing 

how in the past couple of years, the U.S has become the highest importer of fish from India 

and Bengal has been one of the primary contributors. He mentioned that the state 

government is establishing one of the largest and global standard quality control lab in the 

state to increase the production of shrimps. He also stated that the government is in the 

process of establishing mechanisms so that financial institutions can provide funding to fish 

farmers at sub vented rates. 

 

Dr.  Ravi Inder Singh, IAS, Secretary, Department of Fisheries, Government of West Bengal 

and Mr. Shiv Siddhant Kaul, Ex-President, Indian Chamber of Commerce jointly delivered the 

welcome address. Dr.  Ravi Inder Singh Stated that the fisheries sector has improved over 

the last 7 to 8 years and he welcomed suggestions and queries from associated spheres so 

that the department can take them forward for the wholesome benefit of the sector. Mr. 

Kaul stated that when something as emotive as food is celebrated, it is indeed wonderful. 



He stated that ICC is working closely with the department of Fisheries and Norway to 

engage and imbibe the processes to boost Hilsa cultivation. 

 

Mr. SantanuSaha, IASCommissioner, Department of Fisheries, Government of West Bengal 

delivered the formal vote of thanks. 

 

Renowned Film Actress KoelMullick graced the occasion as the Brand Ambassador of 

Fisheries Department.  
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