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“Financial Support is the need of the hour to develop Modern Technologies and 
Knowledge Building” - Mr. Sovandeb Chattopadhyay, Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge, 
Department of Power and Non-conventional Energy Sources, Government of West 
Bengal 
 
At the Energy Efficiency for a Sustainable Future summit organized by the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce in Kolkata today, Mr. Sovandeb Chattopadhyay, Hon’ble 
Minister-in-Charge, Department of Power and Non-conventional Energy Sources, 
Government of West Bengal mentioned that the electricity sector has been of great 
significance to the State Government. The State Government has already taken 
initiatives to increase the electricity access in leaps and bounds and has added nearly 
80 Lac consumers over the last 4 years. He added that the state has achieved 24X7 
quality power supply to its villages.  He further informed the gathering that A 10 MW 
solar PV project has been commissioned on the Teesta canal bank of West Bengal 
under the scheme for Canal-top and Canal bank projects. This project is the first 
canal-bank project to be commissioned under the scheme. West 
Bengal Renewable Energy Development Agency (WBREDA) also buildup the 
Regional Energy Efficiency Centre (REEC) with the objects to promote and 
implement Energy Efficiency Programme and state-of-the art technology for 
developing mass awareness and promoting the object of Energy 
Efficiency Appliances. He ended his speech by saying that Energy efficiency is one of 
the most important tools to avoid global warming. However, energy efficiency and 
related demand management measures also can address some of the energy sector’s 
vulnerabilities to global warming impacts. 
 

Mr. Anil Razdan, Former Secretary, Ministry of Power, GoI in his keynote address 
mentioned that there is need for strong interactions between technocrats and 
financial managers of the companies with regard to the long term benefit of Energy 
Efficient products. He further added that private investments need to come in to 
support this sector to flourish further. In this regard, Mr. Razdan encouraged the 



state and central government to explore opportunities to attract investment in the 
form of JVs and private-public partnerships. He finally said that, the two main sources 
of energy efficiency improvements are greater technical efficiency from the 
implementation of energy efficiency technologies, and structural economic changes 
that result in the production and consumption of goods with lower energy intensity. 
Mr. S P Garnaik, Chief General Manager (Technical), Energy Efficiency Services 
Limited (EESL) in his address said that India is growing very fast and across sectors 
and therefore demand of power is only going to increase in the coming days. 
Therefore, the need of the hour is to explore ideas how energy can be used 
efficiently to conserve power and save cost. He highlighted that there is a need for 
demand side management to make Indian industries energy efficient. While talking 
about challenges he mentioned that access to finance is a major challenge coupled 
with limited capacity of public sector and government procurement regulations.  
 
Mr. Gokul Pandian, Head – Energy Efficiency, ICF Consulting India Pvt. Ltd in his brief 
speech said that Today, technology and the need for clean energy coupled with an 
aging infrastructure have profound effects on the industry.  Energy efficiency helps in 
decoupling economic growth of the country. However, in India there is tremendous 
need for awareness generation and capacity building. While talking about the areas 
for development he mentioned that smart metering and billing is very important 
along with reduction of T&D losses and promotion of decentralized energy efficiency 
activities in private and public institutions.  
 
Dr. Rajeev Singh, Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce in his welcome 
remark said that Power generation is the one of the major focus of the government 
and efficient use of power is the buzz word for the government, industries as well as 
consumers. He further said that the two main sources of energy efficiency 
improvements are greater technical efficiency and structural economic changes that 
result in the production and consumption of goods with lower energy intensity.  
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