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“A roadmap has been prepared to attract investment and setup manufacturing units in North 
Bengal”:  Sri Rabindranath Ghosh, Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge, North Bengal, Development 
Department, Government of West Bengal.  
 
“In order to promote tourism industry in North Bengal several projects have been approved 
under PPP mode”: Sri Gautam Deb, Hon’ble Minister-In-charge, Tourism Department 
Government of West Bengal 

 
At the DESTINATION: North Bengal summit organized by the Indian Chamber of Commerce 
in Siliguri today, Sri Rabindranath Ghosh, Minister-in-Charge, North Bengal, Development 
Department, Government of West Bengal mentioned that Although, tea, timber and tourism 
are the core business areas for North Bengal, the region is gradually expanding its 
boundaries to reach the next level of development. The region is offering a wide variety of 
options to investors to put their money in the rising sectors such as healthcare, education, IT 
and ITeS, manufacturing, etc. He also added that The region’s strength lies in its strategic 
location. North Bengal shares international borders with three South Asian countries such as 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal and state borders with Assam, Sikkim and Bihar. He further 
said that North Bengal is predominantly an agriculture based economy with tea production 
food processing as the major industry. Therefore, government of West Bengal will take 
these sectors on priority to increase production, undertake value addition and promote 
export.   
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Sri Gautam Deb, Hon’ble Minister-In-charge, Tourism Department Government of West 
Bengal, in his speech informed the gathering that The state has also outlined opportunities 
of USD 736.5 million for PPP projects, mainly in the tourism sector. The Himalayan mountain 
range, the largest riverine delta, a mangrove forest, and tea gardens in Darjeeling are some 
of the state’s main tourist attractions. The state has also planned the development of 
several airports in the state, and budget and premium hotels in the North Bengal region. 
Establishment of the West Bengal Infrastructure Development Fund is aimed to meet the 
financing needs of various lucrative PPP projects. Professional PPP consultants and PPP cells 
have also been created to undertake sector-specific PPP projects. He also mentioned that a 
new wildlife sanctuary, Pakhi Bitan, was notified at Gajoldoba in North Bengal for conserving 
the habitat and protecting populations of migratory birds. The budget also proposed to 
allocate Rs. 347.65 Crore to the forest department for the next financial year. He concluded 
saying that post the third anniversary of Uttar Kanya, the region has witnessed significant 
momentum. Robust infrastructure being imperative to the development of any region, be it 
in terms of trade and investment or for the socio-economic upheaval, the state government 
has proactively undertaken measures that fortify the same. Particularly, the construction of 
new major roads and bridges are being undertaken on a large scale.  
 
Mr. Barun Kr Ray, IAS, Principal Secretary, North Bengal Development in his remark said that 
service sector has been the main engine of economic growth in North Bengal apart from 
traditional business areas such as Tea and Tourism. The banking and insurance businesses 
have received sufficient boost due to various policies of economic liberalization being 
followed at the national level. In North Bengal, the banking & insurance sector is also the 
largest contributor to the state’s domestic product (SDP). IT based industries can also find 
North Bengal as a preferred investment destination due to its strategic location, growing 
urbanization of Siliguri, and conducive weather conditions. Moreover, large international call 
centers and BPOs can also come up in Darjeeling and Siliguri due to its English speaking 
population. The establishment of these firms will not only create an overall positive business 
environment in North Bengal but also help in attracting further investment in the upcoming 
sectors. He finally said that geographical Location is a prime advantage for North Bengal. 
Comprising the seven districts of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, Coochbehar, North 
Dinajpur, South Dinajpur and Malda, North Bengal is the bridge to North East India and a 
major transit corridor for trade between India and South and South East Asia, courtesy the 
BBIN MVA and the IMT trilateral highway.  
 
Mr. Siddharth (Retd IAS), Chairman, West Bengal Industrial Development & Promotion 
Board highlighted that North Bengal’s strength lies in its strategic location. North Bengal 
shares international borders with three South Asian countries such as Bangladesh, Bhutan 
and Nepal and state borders with Assam, Sikkim and Bihar. North Bengal is known as the 
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gateway to the Northeast, and serves as a corridor to China and some South East Asian 
countries such as Myanmar and Thailand. The region also holds vast water resources such as 
Teesta, Mahananda, Balason, Karla and Torsa. He added, North Bengal tourism is a rapidly 
evolving industry which is becoming extremely competitive in the domestic and 
international context. It is also an important and flourishing industry in India which has 
indeed grown in leaps and bounds over the past few years with each of its districts 
contributing something or the other to the region’s exuberance and grandeur. He concluded 
saying that North Bengal offers a bounteous heritage of beautiful architecture, rich 
traditions, diverse cultures, mesmerizing and scenic landscapes. North Bengal being rich in 
natural resources finds immense potential in areas of agriculture and horticulture and 
medicinal plants. Thus, the allied industries namely the MSMEs in cold storages and food 
processing can flourish if encouraging policy incentives, state of the art skill development 
initiatives; Private Public Partnership (PPP) could be undertaken.   
 
Mr. Kaushik Halder, IAS, Managing Director, WEBEL said that with rapid urbanization in the 
region, the non-agricultural sector is growing as well with immense potential for IT, service 
and manufacturing sectors. The growing young populace is highly suitable for the potent 
BPO and manufacturing industries in North Bengal. He also said that the region has 
witnessed significant momentum. Robust infrastructure being imperative to the 
development of any region, be it in terms of trade and investment or for the socio-economic 
upheaval, the state government has proactively undertaken measures that fortify the same. 
Particularly, the construction of new major roads and bridges are being undertaken on a 
large scale.  
 
Mr. P L Mehta, Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Neotia Healthcare Initiative Limited in 
his brief presentation mentioned that MSME sector plays an important role for the socio-
economic growth of the entire North Bengal Region. He also added that the healthcare 
industry has huge potential in the region. With right kind of training and services, the region 
will not only attract patients from other parts of India but also from its neighboring states 
such as Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. He finally suggested that such meetings should also 
be organized in other parts of the country to highlight the potential of the region so that 
investors of other states can see North Bengal as a preferred investment destination.   
 
Mr. Rudra Chatterjee, Vice President, Indian Chamber of Commerce in his welcome remark 
said that Tea, timber and tourism continue to be the main industries in the region, which are 
in need for further focused policy implications for their development. In line with this, the 
West Bengal Government has brought in ‘Uttar Kanya’ initiative under the NBDD, for the 
development of the tea garden workers, setting up of fair price shops and initiatives to 
support the ailing tea estates. Talking about the potential of tourism he said that the North 
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Bengal region is endowed with nature's great bounty. It consists of outlying hills of the great 
Himalayas, the panoramic view of snow-capped Kanchenjungha is a permanent attraction to 
both domestic and international tourists, the lush green tea gardens in the foothills of the 
Himalayan creates a charming scenic beauty. In the North Bengal region famous 
destinations are Darjeeling, Kurseong, Kalimpong, Mirik, Lava, Lolaygaon, Munsong and 
Mongpu in the East Himalayas and Dooars at the foot of the East Himalayas where nature 
has kept her doors wide open for the nature lovers.  
 


