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Press Release 

Travel India 2016 

Kolkata, 6 Januarya 2016: “VISA is indeed a problem issue between India and 

Bangladesh, it is hampering inter country inflow of tourists; Water tourism has high 

potential between India and Bangladesh”:   H. E. Mr. Tathagata Roy, Hon‟ble Governor, 

Government of Tripura 

Addressing the august gathering at the Valedictory session of the two day long flagship 

summit “Travel India 2016”, being organized by the Indian Chamber of Commerce in 

association with „Incredible India‟ -- H. E. Mr. Tathagata Roy, Hon‟ble Governor, 

Government of Tripura observed that Tourism as an industry is yet to get its due importance 

in India. He elaborated about ways of connecting the travellers to the untapped   tourist 

destinations in the country, especially in North East India, by putting in place the requisite 

supporting infrastructure. Citing infrastructure and quality human resource as the key growth 

drivers for the tourism industry, he observed that Kolkata as a mega city should have more 

direct connecting flights to other cities of the world, dearth of which has translated to 

underutilization and low business for the international airport. Speaking on the role of civil 

aviation in increasing connectivity in North East India, he urged for more Air India flights to 

Agartala, as only the national carrier takes in sick people who seek medical treatment in other 

parts of India. The Tripura state government wants more air connectivity between Agartala 

and the Tier II destinations in the state, he added. 

Mr. S. Bhaduri, Regional Executive Director, Airports Authority of India, NSCBI Airport, 

Kolkata informed that the Airport Authorities of India form the backbone of the civil aviation 

infrastructure in India, with ATC being 2.8 million sq.km, with surface area coverage being 

40% and the rest being oceanic area. In terms of promoting the regional civil aviation 

infrastructure, he called for greater synchronization of India with her neighbouring South Asian 

countries. Elaborating on technological developments that would lead to lesser flight times and 

cheaper air travel, he informed about green and brown field expansion in places like 

Gangtok and Agartala respectively.  

Heritage Tourism, Wildlife Tourism, Eco Tourism, Medical Tourism, Adventure Tourism, MICE 

Tourism and Buddhist circuits are some of the major tourist attractions in India, actively 

promoted by the civil aviation industry in India, informed Mr. Rinchen Tshering, GM-
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Commercial East, Air India . He spoke about the plans for joining India’s Buddha Trail Pass 

with the Buddhist circuits of Sri Lanka & Myanmar.  

Mr. Sayed G Qadir , Senior Vice President, TOAB spoke about the importance of the 

Waterways Protocol Treaty between India and Bangladesh in promoting bilateral tourist 

footfalls. With BBIN approaching ground level implementation he called for the tour operators 

in West Bengal to target a bigger landscape for tourism development with Bangladesh, and 

coined it ‘Greater Bengal’. Informing that India hosts 1 million travellers from Bangladesh 

annually, he called for greater transparency in VISA issuance procedures from India to 

Bangladesh.  

Mr. Shiv Siddhant Kaul, President, ICC said tourism industry development in India currently 

hinges on three important factors, Technology, Skill development and creation of supporting 

infrastructure.  

Ms. R Sushila, Chairperson, Expert Committee on Tourism, ICC offered the formal VOT.  

The 2nd day of the event also hosted some very eminent speakers like Mr. Diptakriti 

Chaudhuri, Chief Marketing Officer, Holiday IQ, Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Assistant Director, 

Bihar Tourism, Mr. Sachit Singhi, Co Founder & COO,  Stayzilla, Mr. Anup K Chatterji, 

General Manager (HRD), ITDC and Principal Ashok Institute of Hospitality & Tourism 

Management (AIH&TM), Mr. J. P. Shaw, Regional Director, Indiatourism, Kolkata, Mr. 

Debashis Chandra, Group General Manager, IRCTC, East Zone, Prof. Arvind Alok, 

Chairman, Buddhist Monuments Development Council (BMDC) and Mr. G.G Dalmia, 

Honorary Consul in West Bengal, Consulate of Mongolia.  

The speakers felt the travel industry in India is witnessing an upsurge in the number of couple 

and single travellers, who are actively seeking out options like adventure sports, musical 

performances etc as top up to the destination holidays that had dominated the market till now. 

Service apartments, home-stays etc are the new big thing in the travel and hospitality industry 

right now. The scope for travel operators lies in branding to assure security and service 

standards. As India promotes thematic tourism, the Buddhist tourist trails are gaining in 

popularity and customized travel options including chartered train services are being made 

available for the international tourists. Some state governments like Rajasthan are actively 

promoting the Tourism industry in India by tying up with service providers and paying for 

religious tourism for the BPL population through the “Mukhya Mantri Tirth Jatra Yojana’’. The 

potential of the Buddhist circuits can even be traced backed to countries like Mongolia where 

50% of the population are Buddhists. Places like Darjeeling and Kalimpong in West Bengal 
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can well be integrated into the Buddhist tourism circuits and India by virtue of its religious, 

ethnic and bio diversity can stand to provide employment and income to its masses and encash 

its demographic dividend in a fruitful way.  

 


