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“Through the constant support and encouragement of our present state government, West 

Bengal’s aromatic rice produce has been able to compete with the traditional Basmati rice”: 

Mr Arup Roy, Hon’ble Minister of Agricultural Marketing, Government of West Bengal 

Addressing the gathering at the “Gobindobhog Utsav 2016” organized jointly by the 

Department of Agriculture, Government of West Bengal and Indian Chamber of Commerce 

today in Kolkata, Mr Arup Roy, Hon’ble Minister of Agricultural Marketing, Government of 

West Bengal mentioned that though West Bengal has a variety of aromatic rice, lack of 

proper marketing has made Basmati rice a clear winner in terms of being known and gaining 

popularity over the other varieties like Gobindo Bhog, Tulaipanji  and so on. Other than 

Tulaipanji and Gobindo bhog there are many more varieties of aromatic rice which are good 

for health as well but not many people know of them and hence these require proper 

marketing through with the appropriate consumers can be targeted, he felt. Aromatic rice 

has been exported to places like London and America’s Las vegas food festival from West 

Bengal and there still exists further scope he said. A new website for promoting the 

traditional Gobindo Bhog of West Bengal, www.gobindobhogrice.com was inaugurated by 

him as well at the event. 

Mr Purnendu Basu , Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Government of West Bengal opined 

that West Bengal offers the best and most suitable geographical conditions for the 

production of aromatic rice. Though we have the correct land and climate, the state still 

lacks proper business and marketing for development, he felt. He has also stressed on the 

importance of development of proper marketing in West Bengal and a niche market for 

aromatic rice varieties in India. He mentioned the importance of having all the relevant 

stakeholders on a single platform, including businessmen, government and master farmers 

representing the farmer communities who have been growing aromatic rice varieties for 

ages; in order to address the agri issues that are faced by West Bengal. 

http://www.gobindobhogrice.com/


Mr Jyoti Priya Mallick, Hon’ble Minister of Food and Supplies, Government of West Bengal 

applauded the initiative undertaken by the government of West Bengal and Indian Chamber 

of Commerce for promoting one of the most important agricultural produce of the state 

which has a huge potential in world market. He encouraged workshops and exhibitions to 

be organized not only within Kolkata but outside the city as well such that aromatic rice of 

West Bengal gains its much deserved popularity. 

Mr Chandra Nath Sinha , Hon’ble Minister of Fisheries , Government of West  Bengal 

applauded the contribution of the present government towards the development of 

agriculture sector in West Bengal. He further mentioned that many varieties of aromatic rice 

exist beyond Basmati not only in the country but within the state itself which need to be 

actively promoted. 

Mr Krishnendu Narayan Choudhury , Hon’ble Minister of Food Processing Industries and 

Horticulture, Government of West Bengal expressed that exhibitions like Gobindo Bhog 

Utsav are a mode of showcasing and promoting the strengths of West Bengal and hence 

encouraged more of such initiatives to be undertaken. He has also mentioned that 

geographical indexation of crops might be the need of the time. According to Mr 

Choudhury, rice bran oil can be an important side product of rice and hence all such related 

possibilities of side products should be cultivated. 

 Dr Sanjeev Chopra, Additional Chief Secretary , Department of Agriculture, Government of 

West Bengal applauded the initiatives and projects undertaken by the state government 

that have given positive boost to the agricultural sector of India and more specifically to the 

rice cultivation. 

Mr P K Majumdar, Adviser – Agriculture & Allied Sector to Hon’ble Chief Minister, 

Government of West Bengal notified that West Bengal has always been famous for rice and 

fish all over the world. West Bengal has the highest production of rice in the country i.e yield 

per hectare for rice is far high in West Bengal than the national average.He further 

mentioned that since West Bengal’s strength lies in the production of aromatic rice, it is all 

the more necessary to concentrate on branding, emphasizing on sustainable 

agricultural practises and management, conducting regular interactions between all relevant 

stakeholders and aiming for continuous innovations for new technology of productions. 

Dr. Mrityunjay Ghosh,Professor & Principal Investigator,Department of Agronomy,BCKV 

mentioned that Gobindo Bhog has been associated for West Bengal for a long time and its 

history dates back to way before 1877. He notified that out of the 35-36 varieties of aromatic 

rice available in the state, Gobindo Bhog is the best quality and most famous of the lot. 

Varieties of aromatic rice like Gobindo Bhog and Radha Tilak were first sold in packets since 

the years 2010 and 2015 respectively prior to which they were sold loose, he claimed. Dr. 



Ghosh encouraged branding and further development of rice marketability and hoped for 

geographical indexation being granted to aromatic rice varieties like Gobindo Bhog and 

Tulaipanji. He further mentioned that the government and farmers should work together 

towards creating and encouraging organic production in the state. 

Mr. Rudra Chatterjee, Chairman – Food and Agri Business Initiative, Indian Chamber of 

Commerce mentioned that Gobindo Bhog and other aromatic rice varieties are being 

marketed well with the current initiatives undertaken by the agri marketing department of 

the government of West Bengal but much more still needs to be done. He hoped such 

initiatives be continued to be undertaken to bring in a holistic development in this sector. He 

spoke of geographical indication being granted to Gobindo Bhog  and the importance of the 

same. Geographical indication helps in the identification of a source of a good which in turn 

is related with the quality of good he clarified. 

 Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sinha, Secretary, Department of Agricultural Marketing , Government of 

West Bengal mentioned that out of all the aromatic rice varieties available in West Bengal, 

Gobindo Bhog is the most famous type. Though a vast variety of aromatic rice exists within 

the state, consumers still remain unaware of the same while farmers lack access to market. 

This is the reason why rice marketability and branding becomes all the more necessary for 

the state. He encouraged programs like Gobindo Bhog Utsav to be undertaken more 

frequently such that farmers, consumers and all other relevant stakeholders come together 

on a single platform. He hoped for higher rate of participation and footfall at the 3 day 

Gobindo Bhog Utsav. 

Mr Jaideep Duttagupta,Managing Director,PAMCl, proposed a formal Vote of Thanks at the 

closure of the Inaugural Session. 

 


