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As you are aware that the triple bottom line (TBL) consists of three Ps: profit, people and planet. 

It aims to measure the financial, social and environmental performance of the corporation over a 

period of time. Only a company that produces a TBL is taking account of the full cost involved in 

doing business. 

The “People Bottom line” (human capital) pertains to fair and beneficial business practices 

toward employees and the community. The “Planet Bottom line” (natural capital) refers to 

sustainable environmental practices. Sustainability and global warming are real and critical 

issues that global businesses must deal with. The “Profit Bottom line” is the ability of an 

enterprise to create economic surpluses. Without profits, enterprises would be unsustainable. 

Rapidly proliferating corporate sustainability initiatives are restoring the balance between 

regulation and voluntary activities. Today, the attitude towards sustainability investment is not 

merely defined by compliance requirements, but by the pressing demands of climate change 

and reasonable expectations of stakeholders. In today's scenario, sustainability has ceased to 

be an optional topic in the strategy harvesting process, and has become a medium to filter risks 

and optimise opportunities for growth. Companies are ensuring that the key focus is not merely 
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on accumulation of financial returns, but a curation of leading practice and material issues, that 

are aligned with the company's business priorities. This is a multidimensional benefit scenario, 

achieved through a combination of improved resource-accessibility, cost reduction, marketing 

and recruiting benefits. 

Against this backdrop, Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC)  organized a special session 

with Hon’bleMr.Pranab Mukherjee,Former President of India on People,Planet and 

Profit(PPP) on 26th July 2018 at Taj Bengal, Kolkata.  

The other speakers who  addressed the session wereMr RudraChatterjee, President, Indian 

Chamber of Commerce andMr MayankJalan, Senior Vice President, ICC. Mr VikashAgarwal, 

Vice President, ICC and Dr Rajeev Singh, Director General, ICCwere present during the 

session. 

Hon’bleMr PranabMukhrjee, Former President of India appreciated Indian Chamber of 

Commerce for organising this session and he felt very privileged to be the part of this session. 

He also said that ICC is not only the leading chamber but has glorious history associated with 

freedom movement.He started with the theme People,Planet and Profit. He stated that these 

three words are not just words but are concepts that put together to form Triple bottom 

line(TBL). He said that aim of any enterprise  should not be limited to profit only . Without 

including people into the act, the profit would not fetch sustainability.Today inequality, climate 

changes , sustainability, economic growth, social welfare are the key words. 

Destruction of nature is happening due to the greed of the human. He quoted that “ Earth 

provides enough to meet everyones need but not a single man’s greed.”The destruction of 

nature is happening since last two centuries and now the consequences are faced equally by 

both developed and developing nations. Mr Mukherjee mentioned that inorder to approach 

development , the growth should be holistic and not based on hollow numbers. He also said  

that after 7 decades of independence, India reached 4th position in terms of growth in trillion 

dollar, however this growth did not happen in 2 years but over the periods of few decades. He 

shared the few facts of indicators post-independence like the growth of GDP from 2.3 % to 7.36 

% now, national per capita income growth, literacy increased from 18% to 80%, poverty 

declined considerably,life expectancy increased, food grain increased from 45 million tonnes 

to279 million tonnes.Despite this progress , happiness index shows disappointing number and 

this is due to lack of holistic approach. There is a need for quest for sustainable development, 

social inclusion and environmental sustainability, social welfare and mental well being of the 

people. 

The concept of TBL becomes significant for people,planet and profit alignment. 

He concluded by saying that to have informed debate, the dialogue amongst all , amongst 

opponent, discussion is the only way to solve the problem and not by weaponisation.Let the 

dialogue continue. 
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Mr RudraChatterjee, President, ICC delivered the welcome address where he said that despite 

all progress interms of GDP, and India is one of the fastest growing economy , yet there are 

challenges that need to be addressed. India has more poor people in the world, women work 

force is considerably low, environment is getting toxic etc.There is a need to support industry by 

making low taxes, cheaper capital and ofcourse through sustainable development and not 

through only profit.There is a scope to progress.The theme of ICC would be People, Planet and 

Profit. 

Mr MayankJalan, Sr VP, ICC delivered VOT by thanking Hon’ble former president and he 

appreciated Mr Mukherjee for leading the country over 60 years and playing an important role 

towards nation building . PPP is truly inspirational, social responsibility is important and only 

profit is no longer an important factor. 


