
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Greetings from Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
 

India is the second largest tea producer and the world’s fourth largest exporter. The industry offers direct 

employment to 1.2 million people and supports more than 3 million dependents of tea garden workers, 

with women accounting for 50% of the employment. The beverage has contributed significantly to socio-

economic development in far-flung, remote and interior areas.  
 

But unfortunately, this 170 year old industry of the country is now going through a challenging period. Data 

provided by the Consultative Committee of Planters’ Associations (CCPA) shows that tea production in India 

has increased from 1,207 million kg in 2014 to 1,339 million kg in 2018. But the average tea auction prices 

have remained stagnant or dipped. The price per kg was INR. 130.91 in 2014, INR. 128.60 in the following 

year before increasing marginally to touch INR. 138.83 in 2018. While tea prices have grown at a compound 

annual growth rate of around 1% over the last few years, the cost of inputs such as coal, gas, sulphur have 

increased at a CAGR of 6-7% during the same period. Climate change has also added to tea price stagnation, 

increasing labour and other input costs, mismatch between demand and supply leading to oversupply, high 

transaction costs and fair price discovery challenges at the auctions. Hence the industry is now desperately 

looking at Government’s support to reverse the downtrend.  
 

With this perspective, Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) has planned to organise a day-long event on tea 

industry, entitled: “Tea Conclave 2019” at Hotel The Park, Kolkata on 8th November, 2019. Various aspects 

related to the current situation of the tea industry of the country will be discussed during the day long 

deliberations. 
 

I am delighted to invite you to attend this unique forum and participate in the thoughtful discussions and 

day-long interactions. We think your participation will definitely enrich the profile and content of the 

conference. Since the seats are limited, I will request you to ensure your participation by filling up the 

‘Participation Form’ appended below and sending it to Ms. Sayantika Roy (Mob: 8697776030; Email: 

sayantika.roy@indianchamber.net). 
 

Looking forward for your kind participation. 
 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 

ORGANISED BY IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

 

TEA CONCLAVE 2019 

8th November, 2019                       The Park, Kolkata 

Dr. Rajeev Singh 

Director General 

Indian Chamber of Commerce 

 
PARTICIPATION FORM 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DESIGNATION:   ___________________________ ORGANISATION: ______________________________________________    

MOBILE: ______________________________  EMAIL: ________________________________________________________ 
 

** Kindly fill this ‘Participation Form’ and send it to: Ms. Sayantika Roy (Mob: 8697776030; Email: 

sayantika.roy@indianchamber.net). 
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